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DETAILED ACTION 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with attorney for applicant T. Heims on 24 August 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1. Please amend claim 1 as follows: 

Claim 1. An optical monitoring apparatus for use in a wavelength division 
multiplexing network for monitoring a wavelength division multiplexing (WDM) signal in 
a network system, comprising: 

a pump laser; 

a WDM coupler for coupling said WDM signal and said pump laser; 

an erbium-doped fiber that is 6 meters in length [or less] receiving said WDM 
signal and said pump laser transmitted from said WDM signal, and scanning gain profile 
of said WDM signal; 

a saturated tone light source for controlling said gain profile of said WDM signal; 

[and] 
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an optical circulator coupled with said erbium-doped fiber, receiving said 
saturated tone light source, and subsequently outputting an output signal with a 
specified freauencv M: and 

wherein said saturated tone light source is a distributed feedback (DFB) laser 
with a wavelength of 1540 nm and power of 15 dBm . 

2. Please cancel claim 6. 

3. In specification amendment (filed 07/25/2005), on page 4, second paragraph, 
line 10, please delete the phrase "or less". 

Specification 

The amendment filed 25 July 2005 is objected to under 35 U.S.C.§1 32(a) 
because it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C.§1 32(a) states that no 
amendment shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added 
material which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: the phrase "or 
less" (page 4, second paragraph, line 10) indicates the EDF can be less than a length of 
6 meters stated in the original specification. The new matter will not be considered to 
be a part of the original application and is deleted as part of the Examiner's 
Amendment. 

Reasons for Allowance 

Claim 1 is allowed. Prior art teach an optical apparatus having a pump laser, a 
WDM coupler, an amplification EDF fiber, a second laser light source, and optical 
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circulators, but not an EDF fiber 6 meters in length and a DFB laser as the controlling 
light source having a particular wavelength of 1540nm and a particular power of 15 
dBm, nor is there an obvious reason to one having ordinary skill in the art for 
combination suggested by prior art. It is thus the examiner's opinion that the prior art of 
record, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose or render obvious the particular 
length of the EDF, wavelength and power of the light source in combination with the rest 
of the limitations of the base claim. 

Claims 2-5 and 7 are allowed by virtue of being dependent upon an allowed base 
claim 1 . 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chartie Peng whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2177. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 am - 6 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank Font can be reached on (571) 272-2415. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Charlie Peng 
Charlie.Peng@uspto.gov 
August 24, 2005 
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